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Vision  
An encounter with Jesus changes everything, therefore, we want to connect people to 
Jesus and his church 
 
 

“Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, 
proclaiming the good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and 
sickness.  When he saw the crowds, he had compassion on them, because they were 
harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd.  Then he said to his disciples, 
‘The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, 
to send out workers into his harvest field.’”  (Matthew 9:35-38) 

 

Mission 
Serving Leaders to Expand God’s Kingdom 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our hearts long for people to experience Jesus!   
Because we believe an encounter with Jesus changes everything, we want to connect as 
many people as possible to Jesus and his church.  Therefore, we seek to serve leaders to 
exalt Jesus and expand God’s kingdom. 
 
 
 
 

65% Sixty-five of pastors report feelings of loneliness and isolation. (Barna 
2022) 
 

33% Thirty-three percent of the world’s population have never had the 
opportunity to hear the gospel of Jesus. (The Joshua Project) 

80% Eight out of ten churches (80%) in America are in decline or are 
plateauing. (Thomas Rainer) 
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Ministries 
Encouraging Pastors, Training Disciples and Planting Churches 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The Expand Story 
 

In 1956, a group of Jesus followers from several different churches partnered together 
in the state of Oregon.  The purpose of this partnership was to expand God’s kingdom 
and reach people for Jesus by collectively gathering resources to help build new church 
buildings and raise up new pastors in the Portland Metro area.  As a result, an Oregon 
nonprofit organization was birthed known as the Northwest Christian Evangelistic 
Association (NWCEA).  Since conception, the NWCEA has partnered with local 
churches and other church planting organizations to help start over twenty-five new 
churches as well as train reproducing disciple makers and encourage pastors and 
leaders. 
 
In 2020 the organization’s name changed to Expand Northwest. In 2025 it became 
known as Expand Network, all while maintaining the same mission to connect people 
into a relationship with Jesus and a healthy local church but now with a much larger 
vision. Because of the conviction to go into all the nations, Expand Network seeks to 
serve leaders to exalt king Jesus and expand God’s kingdom for His glory in the US and 
beyond.  

 

Encouraging Pastors:  Doing kingdom work can be difficult, lonely and 
discouraging, but it doesn’t have to be that way! Expand is committed to 
providing leadership care and personal mentoring for pastors, spouses and 
families. Connect with our Encouraging Pastors ministry to expand God’s 
kingdom. 
 

Training Disciples:  Making reproducing disciples of Jesus followers 
requires an intentional strategy. At Expand, we are dedicated to training and 
coaching leaders to equip and empower everyday believers to become 
disciple-makers. Through our training series and leadership coaching, we 
provide the tools and support needed for lasting multiplication. 

Planting Churches:  Starting a new church is exciting, but without a 
kingdom partnership, it can result in burnout and another church closure. 
Expand is committed to assessing, training and coaching upcoming church 
planters through a collaboration of churches and networks. Connect with 
our Church Planting ministry to expand God’s kingdom. 
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Values 
 
• Living for God’s Praise 

We believe in living as ambassadors of Jesus, as if God is making his appeal through his 
people; therefore, we seek to glorify God in everything we say and do. 
 

• Dependance with God’s Power:  We believe it is impossible to do God’s kingdom work 
through our own power, wisdom, and strength. Therefore, we seek to prioritize our 
dependency on God through abiding in Jesus.  (John 15) 

 
• Servanthood with God’s Perspective:  We believe the strategy of Jesus is to become a 

servant, seeking to “wash one another’s feet”.  Therefore, we seek to identify where our 
Father is at work and partner as his servants.  (John 13) 

 
• Relationship with God’s People:  We believe it is beneficial to pursue God’s kingdom and 

collaborate with brothers and sisters in Christ. Therefore, we seek to prioritize 
relationships with God’s people and churches through service, partnerships, and 
networking.  (Matthew 6:33) 

 
• Unity with God’s Principles:  We believe in following King Jesus and his ways found 

throughout the Scriptures. Therefore, we seek to prioritize unity in aligning ourselves with 
like-minded people with God’s principles found within the Bible and the Restoration 
Movement.  (John 17) 
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Principles of Beliefs  
 
• God:  I believe in one God – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (Matthew 5:16, 45; 6:1, 4, 8, 9; 

James 1:17; John 1:1; 14:9; Genesis 1:2; John 4:24; 14:16-20; 2 Peter 1:21) and in God the 
Father Almighty, Creator of all things visible and invisible. (Genesis 1:1; Acts 17:24-28; 
Hebrews 11:3) 

 
• Jesus:  I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s one and only Son, my one and only Savior (John 

1:14; 1 John 4:9; John 3:16; 2 Peter 3:18). Who was born both fully human and fully divine, 
conceived of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, lived a sinless life. (Matthew 21:11; John 
19:19; John 1:14; Romans 5:15-17; Colossians 2:9; 1 John 1:1; Matthew 1:18; Luke 1:26-
38) Who suffered and was crucified. (Luke 23:1-46) Who died and was buried, and Who 
rose again bodily from the dead on the third day. (Luke 23:44, 24:8; John 20:24-29; 1 
Corinthians 15:3-8) Who ascended into Heaven and now sits at the right hand of the Father 
(Luke 22:69; Acts 1:1-9; Colossians 3:1) and Who will return to earth to judge both the 
living and the dead. (Matthew 24:36-42; John 14:1-3; Acts 1: 10-11; 10:39-42;1 Peter 4:5) 

 
• Holy Spirit:  I believe in the Holy Spirit, who is a personal and active part of the triune God, 

(John 16:5-15; Acts 1:7-8; Romans 8:26-27), and who indwells every Christian, (1 
Corinthians 3:16; 6:19; 2 Timothy 1:14), who indwells us in order to develop within us the 
fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:16-26), and also to release through us the gifts of the Spirit 
(Romans 12:3-8; 1 Corinthians 12.) 

 
• Scriptures:  I believe in the Bible – God’s Holy Word as inspired Scripture. (Mark 12:36; 

John 14:26; 16:12-15; Acts 1:16; 1 Corinthians 2:12-13; 2 Timothy 3:14-16; 2 Peter 1:20-
21) and accept the Bible as the final authority for all matters of faith and practice. (Isaiah 
40:8; Matthew 5:18; 24:35; Romans 15:4; Hebrews 4:12) 

 
• Humanity:  I believe that people created by God willfully sin against God and are 

consequently lost and without hope apart from Jesus Christ. (Acts 4:12; Romans 3:23) and 
that salvation – the forgiveness of sins – cannot be earned, but is given to us only through 
the blood of Jesus Christ and by God’s grace. (Matthew 26:28; Romans 5:1-11; 6:23; 
Ephesians 2:8-10; Hebrews 10:19-22; 1 Peter 1:18, 19; 1 John 1:7) 

 
• Salvation:  I believe that people must respond to God by admitting our sin and our need 

for God’s grace (Romans 3:23; Titus 3:3-7), believing and confessing the truth about Jesus 
(Matthew 10:32; Romans 10:9, 10) turning away from sin (repenting – Luke 24:45-47; Acts 
3:19; 17:30), trusting Jesus as Savior and Lord (Romans 10:11-13; Philippians 2:11), being 
baptized (immersed) into Christ (Acts 2:38; Romans 6:1-4) and striving to live a life of 
obedience in the Great Commandment and the Great Commission (Matthew22:37-40 & 
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Matthew 28:18-20) to exalt King Jesus (Colossians 1:15-20) and expand God’s Kingdom 
(Matthew 6:33) 
 

• Communion:  I affirm the early church’s practice of celebrating the Lord’s Supper as a 
proclamation of the death, burial and resurrection of Christ and agree to make this 
celebration a centerpiece of the church’s regular gatherings. (Acts 2:42; 20:7,  
I Corinthians 11:24-30) 

 
• The Church:  I believe in the church of Jesus Christ, founded on the Day of Pentecost, 

consisting of all Christians everywhere (Matthew 16:13-18; Acts 2:14-47) and in the 
mission of the church. 

 
• Mission: I believe the church is to expand God’s kingdom (Matthew 6:33) by making 

disciples of all nations, baptizing them, and teaching them to obey all of Jesus’ 
commands,  (Matthew 28:18-20) 

 
• Marriage:  I believe that God created humanity, male and female, and marriage is a 

lifelong, exclusive relationship between one man and one woman and that all intimate 
sexual activity outside the marriage relationship, whether heterosexual, homosexual, or 
otherwise, is not part of God’s original plan for humanity. (Genesis 2:24-25; Exodus. 20:14, 
17, 22:19; Leviticus 18:22-23, 20:13, 15-16; Matthew 19:4-6, 9; Romans 1:18-31; I 
Corinthians. 6:9-10, 15-20; I Timothy 1:8-11; Jude 7) 
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